[The diagnosis of hepatitis C viral infection in blood donors and patients].
The data on the examination of 5139 serum samples, obtained from 3358 blood donors and 1781 somatic patients, for the presence of HCV, HBV and HDV markers. Antibodies (Ab) to HCV were detected, on the average, in 1.56% of the examined blood donors (207 persons). Of these, in 1994 HCV markers were detected in 1.98% and HBV markers in 6.74% of cases, while in 1995 these markers were detected in 1.14% and 3.43% of cases respectively. The diagnosis of chronic viral hepatitis (mainly C) was verified in 14% of seropositive donors. In the group of somatic patients Ab to HCV were diagnosed in 130 examined patients (7.3%), in a half of the cases HCV and HBV coinfection being present. Similar percentage of coinfection was detected in blood donors. It should be pointed out that out of the total number of somatic patients only 4 patients had chronic viral hepatic diseases. Our data were compared with the data of medical statistics and were found to reflect the spread of HCV and HBV infection in the region among different groups of the population.